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Behold all of your
(Cont. from page 1)

He stopped between Samaria and
Galilee, in a village where most of the
inhabitants, probably, did not talk
much about the Covenant observed at
the temple in Jerusalem. Yet, ten
lepers, there, realized that Jesus had
the power to cure them of their
disease.

So they asked Him, saying, “Jesus,
master, have mercy upon us!” He
replied, “Go show yourselves to the
priests.” The law given to Moses
required that those cured of leprosy to
receive confirmation by showing
themselves to the priests, who would
have been at Jerusalem.

As they went toward Jerusalem, they
discovered that they had been healed.
Only one out of the ten, returned,
praising God, prostrating himself
before Jesus, showing his gratitude
for the miracle. This man was not an
Israelite, but a foreigner, a Samaritan.

On the other hand, this first passage
relates how some Jews, in Jesus’ day,
pretended to be pious by asking Him
idle questions. Anxious to defend
their notions of self-justification, they
asked Jesus when the kingdom of
God was coming. He explained,
“The kingdom of God is not coming
with things that can be observed.”
Rather, He said that it is already in
your midst. Later, as Jesus told his
disciples, at the end of time, He will
appear as suddenly as lightening,
surprising any who supposed that
security might be found in this world,
just like those who had previously
erred, had been destroyed in the days
of Noah and Lot.

Next, consider Matthew 25 : 31-end.
Is any of us really ready for the Lord
to come and judge us. Jesus Christ
was quite explicit about how He will
decide who shall be welcomed into
the joy He is preparing for those who
love Him, as opposed to eternal
punishment reserved for those who
fail to recognize Him.

Knowing that none of us is yet
perfect, let us ask our Lord to
mercifully grant us the grace of
another year. Like the Samaritan
cured of leprosy, let us resolve to
return often, thanking our Lord for
opportunities to fix whatever we lack.
He created us to grow in appreciating
His presence in our midst. If we fail
to recognize His image and likeness
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in each human that we meet, we will
never discover Him, Who sends them
to us as so many golden
opportunities. That is why we must
learn to share what we have with
others as opportunities to welcome
Christ when He returns in the glory of
His coming Kingdom.

Abba Thomas
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The ANAPHORA OF THREE
HUNDRED

In that night they took hold of Him,
and when it was day the mas ters of
the Jews and the chief priests sat with
Pilate, the ruler, in the court for His
judgement.

They shackled Him with His hands
behind Him like a thief, and He
followed them in love like a meek
sheep. They sat at the court to judge
Him. They made Him to stand before
them, Him before whom the hosts of
angels stand in fear and trembling.

An evil servant strengthened his hand
to strike the innocent One they
impudently bowed before Him to
Whom the archangels bow in great
trembling.

They crowned the Head of life with a
crown of thorns, stripping Him, they
clothed Him, Who is dressed in light
as a garment, with a scarlet robe (1).

They took him to the place of
crucifixion called Calvary , burdening
Him with His cross, so that Jesus was
wearied in the carrying of His cross
and sweated because it was heavy.

They numbered him among the
thieves, raised Him upon the cross,
and crucified Him without mercy,
according to their law.

Oh! The hands which formed Adam
were nailed on the cross. Oh! The feet
which walked in paradise were nailed
on the cross.

Oh ! The mouth which breathed the
breath of life into the face of Adam

drank vinegar and myrrh mixed with
gall.

Jesus groaned in His suffering, cried
to His Father, bowed His head and
gave up the ghost.

They pierced Him in His side with a
black spear which they pre pared for
Him, took Him down from the tree
and buried Him in the grave. They
did not put Him in their own grave,
but outside in a stranger’s grave of
three cubits, and closed it with a
stone.

While He was there He cried toward
Adam His servant, and all his
children.
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